Néanmoins, une période de suivi plus long est important, tout comme l'identification des espèces propices à la restauration, c'est -à -dire celles qui peuvent améliorer la qualité du sol, créer de l'ombrage ou attirer les agents disséminateurs de graines.
INTRODUCTION
The historic and on -going loss of Madagascar's forest cover is well known (e.g. Sussman et al. 1994 , Steininger and Harper 2003 , Consiglio et al. 2006 , Harper et al. 2008 . It is possible to reduce or even reverse this trend by conserving the remaining native forest and restoring forest in areas where it has been lost. Active restoration of Madagascar's native forest is being practiced with increasing frequency as a means of improving connectivity between forest fragments, increasing the forest area, and increasing the area: perimeter -ratio of forest blocks (2000) and Pareliussen et al. (2006) ).
Here we report on the comparative survival rate of several native tree and shrub species used in a forest restoration project in Madagascar's highlands. The results are also used to compare the survival of relatively short seedlings compared to relatively tall seedlings for all species combined, to test the importance of seedling size in restoration projects. According to Cornet (1974) 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The percentage survival and mean percentage change in height for the 19 plant species are shown in Table 1 . The species varied considerably in both survival and growth. These attributes will be related to both the physiology of the species and its adaptation to the planting environment. A combination of 100% survival and Australia. These results can only be considered as preliminary because other studies (e.g. Aronson et al. 2002 , Florentine 2008 were also included in our study, and for these they reported relatively good survival and growth for D. madagascariensis but only moderate performance of F. decipiens.
CONCLUSION
The native species used in this experiment showed considerable variation in survival and growth rates. The preliminary results suggest that Macaranga alnifolia, Harungana madagascariensis, Filicium decipiens and Dodonaea madagascariensis perform well in terms of early survival and growth of seedlings and may be useful species in projects that aim to restore Madagascar highland forest. It is recommended that restoration projects, particularly those of large scale, should conduct trials to investigate survival and growth rates of candidate species rather then blindly investing resources in species that might have poor performance. However, it should also be recognized that survival and growth rates of native tree and shrub species
is not the only relevant information for selecting species for restoration projects, and it is likely, that some species considered relatively poor performers on these criteria, may be included in restoration plans because of their importance as restoration facilitators acting, for example, to provide shade, to develop soils, to develop structural complexity or to attract seed dispersers. We found no significant difference in the survival of short versus tall seedlings suggesting that seedlings do not need to occupy tree nurseries for long periods before being planted at a restoration site.
